
 All newsletters can be found here:  https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/newsletters 

 Please email us with comments and to receive future editions via email:  savewestofifield@gmail.com.   

Message from the Committee 
First the bad news. Sadly our hope that the development 
would be shelved due to Natural England’s water neutrality 
requirement has been dashed by Homes England’s 
statement that they intend to submit an Outline Planning 
Application (OPA) for West of Ifield later this year: they said 
‘we can advise that the OPA and supporting documents will be 
published on Horsham District Council’s website and will be 
accessible via the planning application online register / search. 
We envisage both the Regulation 19 representations and OPA 
submissions in Autumn 2022.’  This appeared in a Freedom of 
Information response which we expect to be posted on the 
Homes England website (Disclosure Log) on 15th April. 

But, you may ask, wasn’t water neutrality supposed to stop 
all development for the foreseeable future?  Unfortunately 
not.  Although the situation is unclear, it’s highly likely that 
development will be permitted again once a water supply 
strategy has been agreed between Natural England, Southern 
Water and the Environment Agency.  In other words, a 
solution doesn’t have to be in place, eg a new reservoir built, 
there just needs to be a plan for a reservoir. And this is why we 
think Homes England anticipate being in a position to submit 
an OPA in the autumn.   

It’s also possible that an application 
will be made this year to build a 
school on the golf course.  An 
application will have to prove no 
additional water use beyond current 
irrigation of greens and tees.  

Our latest information on water 
neutrality is from HDC’s website: 
https://tinyurl.com/ye8h2mcw 

Homes England have promised 
consultation events this year ‘where 
more detail on our plans will be 
available’.  Let’s hope these will be 
more meaningful and informative 
than previous events. 

WE MUST PREPARE NOW TO 
FIGHT AGAINST 10,000 MORE 

HOUSES 

The good news… 
We can win!  Other campaigns have been successful against 

proposals like these.  And against much bigger plans.  For 
example plans for 34,000 houses in North Essex were turned 
down by the planning inspector, largely as a result of tireless 
work by campaigners: https://tinyurl.com/2p997pdp.  And our 
planning consultants actually worked on this campaign and 
were recommended to us by the campaign leader.  So they 
know what they’re doing! 

More good news is that Rusper Parish Council (RPC) has 
voted to work with the Save West of Ifield campaign to 
prevent the development, and has budgeted at least 

£15,000 to this over the financial year.   

RPC and SWOI will jointly hire 
experts and carry out research, 
as well as lobbying councillors 
and Ministers, and keeping 
everyone up to date. Terms of 
reference for the collaboration 
have been agreed and we're 
now working on the action plan.  Fenella Maitland-Smith – chair 
of SWOI – has also been co-opted onto RPC as a councillor.   

RPC’s support will make a huge difference, particularly to the 
quality of response we can make to the planning applications 
and Regulation 19 consultation.  And thanks to your 

generosity we have another £6,000, giving £21,000 in total 
so far.  But we know we’ll need more for both expert and legal 

advice. We’re aiming for £50,000+ based on 

what other large campaigns spend   We’re planning 
various fund-raising events, plus applying for grants.   

If you can PLEASE DONATE 
We are of course only too aware of the financial pressures and 
hardship caused by the current cost of living crisis, but this is a 
plea to anyone in a position to contribute to the campaign to 
please find details of our bank account and a link to the Go Fund 
Me site here: https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/take-action    

And if you have any time and energy to contribute, please get 
in touch. There are loads of different jobs to do!  Email above.  
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            In the News   
1. Watch Save West of Ifield’s Cathy Durrant talking to 

the Bald Explorer on YouTube, and then coverage in 
local press   https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/media 

2. Our local papers – SussexWorld/JPI Media –  
launched their Save Our Sussex 
campaign to ‘protect our 
countryside from unsustainable 
development’.  SWOI is ensuring we 
get as much coverage as possible.   
https://tinyurl.com/bdf4e4sv 

3. Save Our Sussex is publishing useful 
articles such Planning Applications Explained  
https://tinyurl.com/2p95ppzv 

4. Gove attacks ‘cartel’ of big property developers, saying 

‘all of their incentives are essentially to swallow up 
virgin greenfields, rather than to think hard about 
regeneration. All of their incentives are to leave it to 
someone else to worry about environmental 
externalities of any kind’.   https://tinyurl.com/muyf7ffs 

5. ONS report housing in England became less 
affordable in the 12 months to September 2021.  
The median house price in Horsham rose by 
5.8%, but median workplace incomes fell, so 
Horsham’s affordability ratio increased from 
12.5 to 13.9.  In other words, on average a house 
in Horsham costs 14x average income.  This 
could result in higher government housing 
targets.   https://tinyurl.com/mwn2vpjd 

Dates for your Diary 
April 
  9th –    Walk The Bluebell Walk. 11am the Plough, Ifield  
  16th – Walk to Willoughby Fields Local Nature Reserve. 

11am the Plough, Ifield 
  19th – Rusper Annual Parish Meeting.  7.30pm Village Hall.  

SWOI presenting.  All welcome. Refreshments! 
https://tinyurl.com/2p8a44nf 

  23rd – Walk The Friendly Dragon Trail. 11am the Plough 
  30th – Walk The Roman Way. 11am the Plough, Ifield 
May 
  2nd – Come & see Save West of Ifield at Ifield Fayre 
June 
  5th – Come & see Save West of Ifield at the Rusper 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations  

For more info on Walks contact info@ifieldsociety.org.uk 

Sign these petitions  Stop the build of 10,000 houses across 
ifield west  and  Ifield golf course future development 

Share your skills with us on biodiversity, greenspace and 

recreation, water and flooding, health services, transport, air 

pollution, climate change. Please contact 

savewestofifield@gmail.com. 

Put up a poster! https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/media 

Write!  Write!  Write!  Make your views known to Horsham 

District Council strategic.planning@horsham.gov.uk; to your 

local MP henry.smith.mp@parliament.uk or 

jeremy.quin.mp@parliament.uk; to Michael Gove, Secretary for 

State for Housing, Communities and Local Government; and to 

local newspapers.  

To keep up to date and support the campaign, please join our 

SWOI Facebook page.  And see our website  

https://www.savewestofifield.co.uk/ 

You can make a difference! 

Wildlife recording 

It’s spring, and time to start wildlife watching in earnest!  
Anyone can help protect our biodiversity by recording the 
trees, wildflowers, butterflies, moths, birds and mammals 
that we see over the next few months.  These records are 
incredibly important and can play a key role in planning 
decisions and in ensuring mitigations are put in place for key 
species and habitats.  But we need to prove that the wildlife 
is there in the first place.     

The best thing to do is to use iRecord to log your sightings, 
and they’ll go directly to the Sussex Biodiversity Record 
Centre sxbrc.org.uk. The data held by the SxBRC will be used 
to assess the biodiversity of the West of Ifield site.  iRecord 
is fairly easy to use – see the userguide at irecord.org.uk – and 
we plan to organise walks using iRecord, and can learn 
together. For a gentler start to recording, then 
www.iSpotnature.org is an excellent learning tool.   

If you’d like to get involved please email us at 
savewestofifield@gmail.com. 
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